A new antimalarial quassinoid from Simaba guianensis.
Two antimalarial quassinoids, gutolactone [1] and simalikalactone D [2], have been characterized by bioactivity-directed fractionation from the bark of Simaba guianensis collected near Manaus, Brazil. Compound 2 was previously isolated from Simaba multiflora and Quassia africana and shown to be an active antimalarial in vitro. This is the first occurrence of 1. The structure of the novel quassinoid was established by spectral methods including 2D nmr spectroscopy.